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CITY OF COLWICH, KANSAS 

CITY ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER 

310 S. 2ND STREET 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 30, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Angela Banz on Monday, March 30, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. called the special Council 

meeting of the Colwich City Council to order via Zoom.  

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Present were Mayor Angela Banz, Councilmembers Terri Nicholson, Elizabeth Bryan, 

Kenneth Davis, Don Koci and Mary Ann Morrison. 

 

Staff present: Nolan Wright, Assistant City Attorney, Stephanie Guy, Deputy City Clerk and 

Diana Brooks, City Clerk. 

 

 

1. Review of the request to approve Resolution No. 491 declaring a local state of 

emergency and  temporarily expanding the authority of the mayor 

 

Mr. Nolan Wright, Assistant City Attorney detailed Resolution No. 491 declaring a 

local state of emergency and temporarily expanding the authority of the mayor.  He 

stated the resolution allowed the Mayor to make decisions and to be able to respond to 

situations as they arise rather than having to convene a special meeting.   

 

 Councilman Koci moved that the Council approve granting authorization to the 

mayor for the special authority under the resolution as written. Councilwoman 

Nicholson second the motion.  Motion carried 5-0 with a roll call vote being 

Councilwoman Nicholson voting yea; Councilwoman Bryan voting yea; 

Councilman Koci voting yea; Councilman Davis voting yea; and Councilwoman 

Morrison voting yea. 

 

2. Discussion of the COVID-19 potential effects on outstanding city projects and budgets 

 

Ms. Diana Brooks, City Clerk informed the Council of the conference calls with the 

League of Kansas Municipalities regarding the COVID-19 virus.  She reported on the 

unemployment statistics quoted state and nationwide and their potential effects on the 

reduction of revenues received.   
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Ms. Brooks reminded Council of the three projects the city was obligated to by contract 

being:  the splash pad, city hall remodel and the warning siren.  She advised delaying 

the awarding of the bids for the street projects and the issuance of general obligation 

bonds. She further detailed the status of funds available for the payment of the current 

general obligation bonds with a potential shortfall possible causing the amount to be 

paid from the general fund. 

 

Ms. Brooks discussed the impact of the tax lid, the potential bond and interest payment, 

and a portion of the cost for the splash pad on the general fund.  She expressed 

concerns with the potential layoffs that could occur with the current businesses in town 

impacting the amount of utility franchise fees collected. 

 

Mayor Banz suggested reviewing the street projects in July. Mr. Riley Schmitz, 

Assistant City Engineer stated the bids were viable until May 11, 2020. He suggested 

once the city was ready to proceed with the projects he would attempt to re-negotiate 

the bids with the apparent successful bidders giving them the first right of refusal.  He 

stated if an agreement could not be met then he would recommend rebidding the 

projects. 

 

There was discussion regarding the needs for the splash pad being water and sewer 

parts and where those funds would be paid from.  Ms. Brooks stated she hoped to pay 

associated costs from their respective funds.  She further estimated that with a 30% 

unemployment rate the potential based on the national rate would mean a $10,000 per 

month loss in revenue for the water fund putting the necessary bond payments at risk in 

2021.   

 

Mr. Wright suggested contacting the company designing the splash pad to re-negotiate 

the contract.  The Council consensus was to contact the company to determine if a 

mutual agreement could be reached to either delay or end the obligation of the 

purchase.  Ms. Brooks requested they be asked to see if the city could pay for the 

apparatus and delay the most costly portion of the project being the installation until a 

date to be determined. 

 

Ms. Brooks informed the Council of the remodeling project for the City Building.  She 

stated that the flooring work would begin on Thursday, April 2nd with the painting 

taking place shortly thereafter.  She updated the status of the warning siren being the 

installation and programming of the siren with a few problems with the County system 

talking to the siren.  She stated the first reimbursement from FEMA had been received 

and once the problems were resolved she would ask for final reimbursement. 

 

3. Review of current job openings and the need to fill those positions 

 

Mayor Banz informed the Council of the resignation of Dakota Huckabee who was 

cross trained between the Fire Department and Public Works.  She stated that with the 

open position in the Public Works Department there was a need to fill the Fire  
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Department with a half-time position between the hours of 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. from the 

pool of volunteers interested in working part-time. 

 

4. Adjournment 

 

There being no further business, Councilwoman Nicholson moved for 

adjournment at 7:40 p.m. Councilman Koci second the motion.  Motion approved 

4-0 Councilwoman Nicholson voting yea; Councilman Koci voting yea; 

Councilwoman Bryan voting yea; Councilman Davis voting yea; and 

Councilwoman Morrison voting yea. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diana K Brooks, City Clerk   


